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Diesel Electric Engine No. 60 — “Peter Quick”
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In the 1970s, the Kowloon-Canton Railway introduced three new diesel electric engines, numbered
60, 61 and 62. They were of the same G26CU Class, which were manufactured in the United States
by General Motors Electro-Motive Division. Locomotive No. 60 measures approximately 15.8 metres
long, 2.8 metres wide, 3.8 metres high, and weighs around 94 tons. It was equipped with a 2,000-
horsepower engine and entered service in 1974. Together with Nos. 61 and 62, which arrived in Hong
Kong in 1977, they became the last fleet of diesel electric engines to provide passenger services on
the Kowloon-Canton Railway before the rail service became fully electrified. Following the full
electrification of the Kowloon-Canton Railway in 1983, all diesel electric engines were retired from
passenger services and switched to hauling freight and maintenance trains.
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Acquired by the Kowloon-Canton Railway, locomotives Nos. 60 to 62 were equipped with 2,000-horsepower
engines which helped increase the efficiency of the diesel locomotive fleet.
(FHEEHYIEE L Collection of the Hong Kong Heritage Museum )
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No. 60 and its passenger trains running near Hung Hom, 1982.
(FHFE S HYEE L Collection of the Hong Kong Museum of History )
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In 1991, locomotive No. 60 was named after Mr. Peter Quick, who served as the second Managing
Director of the Kowloon-Canton Railway Corporation from 1983 to 1990. It was also the last diesel
locomotive of the Kowloon-Canton Railway to be named after a person. After the railroad
discontinued its freight operations in 2010, No. 60 began hauling maintenance trains until its official
retirement in 2021, following the commissioning of a new signalling system for the East Rail Line.
In September 2023, it was handed over by the MTR Corporation Limited to the Hong Kong Railway
Museum for permanent collection and display, with the conservation work supervised by the

Conservation Office.
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Ex-MD Peter Quick jets in to receive special honour
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Peter Quick, KCRC Managing Director 1983-1990,
Jjetted in on 8 May for a special honour - to unveil a plaque
on the diesel locomotive named after him. Many old
colleagues were on hand to greet Mr Quick, who was in
top form. It turned out to be an enjoyable occasicn all
round.

JUE#RS B TR (7)) #E - 199145 H 8 H > EUiifede b 5 60 SRR EHAVRERER -
Trackrecord, staff newsletter of the Kowloon-Canton Railway Corporation,
reports that Mr Peter Quick presided over the unveiling ceremony of No. 60 on 8§ May 1991.
(FHEEHYIEE L Collection of the Hong Kong Heritage Museum )
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No. 60 being transported to the Hong Kong Railway Museum, 2023.
(FHALFEYIEEM R Photo of the Hong Kong Heritage Museum )
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No. 60 moving to the rail track, 2023.
(FHALFEYIEEM R Photo of the Hong Kong Heritage Museum )
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Lifting operation of No. 60, 2023.
(FHALFEYIEEM R Photo of the Hong Kong Heritage Museum )
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No. 60 under final installation work, 2023.
(HFH{LIEYEEAH A Photo of the Hong Kong Heritage Museum )
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Development of Railway Freight Services
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Since its commissioning in 1911, the Kowloon-Canton Railway had operated cross-boundary railway
freight services, transporting dry goods, livestock, frozen goods, seafood, fresh food, containers and
mail to and from the Mainland to Hong Kong. By the 1980s, railway freight services had reached the
peak. The annual freight volume once exceeded 4.5 million tonnes, with around 2 million livestock
arriving in Hong Kong. At that time, the Kowloon-Canton Railway had six freight yards for unloading
freight trains. Starting from the late 1990s, railway freight volumes gradually decreased due to fierce
competition from other freight transportation modes, and the MTR Corporation Limited discontinued
its railway freight services in 2010. During the COVID-19 pandemic in 2022, cross-boundary
activities between the Mainland and Hong Kong were suspended, and railway freight services were
briefly resumed to transport supplies from the Mainland to Hong Kong to meet the urgent needs.
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Lo Wu Freight Yard, 1976. It served as a marshalling yard where all Mainland freight trains arriving in

Hong Kong would be shunted and assembled based on the destination of the cargo.
(BUFHEIER R L Courtesy of Information Services Department )
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Hung Hom Freight Yard, 1975. Located by the seaside, it was one of the Kowloon-Canton Railway’s
cargo loading terminals. During the heyday of railway freight transport, it was jam-packed with people,
vehicles and goods, and ships were docked to help with the unloading.
(BURFH EBE R AL Courtesy of Information Services Department )
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Conservation of Diesel Electric Engine No. 60
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Fabricated primarily from metal materials, L60 was subjected to prolonged exposure to outdoor
environments throughout its service life. As a consequence, the iron parts of the locomotive inevitably
suffered from corrosions and deterioration of its protective coating. In preparation for its relocation
to the HKRM, the conservators from the Conservation Office conducted extensive conservation work
and applied protective coating to the locomotive at the MTR Lo Wu Locomotive Running Shed, in
order to minimise the rate of deterioration of the locomotive and ensure its suitability for outdoor
display.
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A worker repainting No. 60, 2022.
(FHALFEYIEEM R Photo of the Hong Kong Heritage Museum )
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A conservator conducting conservation work on No. 60, 2022.
(FHALFEYIEEM R Photo of the Hong Kong Heritage Museum )
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The newly restored locomotive No. 60, 2022.
(FHALFEYIEEM R Photo of the Hong Kong Heritage Museum )
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